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Doeferd iti: 0 en 8 That 1 
alowing Papers concern only ſuch 7 
the: \Difſenters 25 jadge Conformity 


zhe Church eſtabliſhed 10 be, in it 705 


lawful. As for thoſe among them wha 


are ſo little in tructed in the nature of the 


Goſpel, as to think Communion with our 
Church Unlawful and Antichriſtian ; 
I could not hope to convince them of the 
contrary, in ſo ſmall a Treatiſe as this: 
And therefore chuſe rather to refer them to 
what hath been already written on this Head; 


and to the judgment of the bet and mot 


larned among it their own Teachers; who 
profeſs themſelves always ready to do jaitice 
to the Church of England, azd to the 
Cauſe of Trath, by endeavouring to remove 
ſuch groandleſs Prejadices out of the Minds 
of their Followers. And, whatever the 
Le of theſe Papers may prove, it is ta 


A 2 be 
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Advertiſement. 


be hoped that the Perſons concerned will, at 
leaſt, think it no Crime ar Injury, that we. 
heartily deſire their Conſtant Conformity, 
and endeavour to perſuade them to it. 1 
have nothing farther to add, but that I have 
choſen to argue with them, chiefly from the 
Con ſiderut ions of s Peace 4nd U nity: le- 
caaſe this Method ic mot eafie-to be under- 
food; and moſt likely ta mave all mho have 
any concern * the honour of Chriſtian- 
ity, or the Intereſt of the Proteſtant 
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Conformity, e 


La 


HE R E is no one thing, in 
which all Proteſtants amongſt 
us, as well Diſſenters as Con- 
formiſts, do more agree, than in this 
plain Propoſition, That all canſleſs and 
uuneceſſary Diviſions and Diſt inctions, are 
moſt carefully and conſcientiouſij to be avoid- 
ed by Chriſtians. In a deep ſenſe of this 
Truth, the beſt Writers on all ſides, 
have, with one Conſent, and with one 
common Zeal and Concern, preſſed up- 
on the Conſciences of Men, the Duty 


and Importance of Peace and Concord 


and the Guilt and Miſchief of needleſs > 
8 | Diſtincti. 
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gon and 9 ions. This being 


ere en. 


: ele 
Aer upon it, but hall only make this 
uſe of it at preſent, that it is the judg- 
ment, not ny of the Conforming - 4 

f-your own 7 
2 e Has 5 act 4 e. 
vour of Almighty God Concerns us, to Ned 


o uaiverlally. acknowledged, and ſo 


a ſacred and canſt alt Reg ard to publick 


Peace and Unity. 


II. Now there are hut two /Mgthods 


in which our Unity can poſſibly be com- 
aſſed; ,and a period put to all thoſe 
Miſchich and Eri, oy 5 
Foundation in the Gictinction off our 
Churches, and the different M 
Worſhip ſet up  amongftirus.” For this 
We, tobe, either by. dhe entire 
gs the Conformiſds with you, 
tlie“ altera ration: of the Et abliſhed 


rding to your wifhes; or, 


by your Compliance with hem, and your 


, to the C hure alrcady 17 955 
bliſhed. 71010 

|: There 18 a third rabchea which 
pres fome fincere Chniianyr (wha 
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1 

know the ee and Charity of 
their own Tem may bebapt to 
ge full. duffclent fot this d ichout 
— of the former: Aridi that is, the 
univerſal practice of Love, and Chari. 
ty; and mutual Forbearance, amidft our 
different * 1 of Worſhip. p. And 1 
would ro God, that there were any 
thing in the Tempers of Mento incline 
ustto hope for an univerſal Practioe of 
{ack God· like Virtues. But where is 
there any ground for us to expect this? 
Some — it may be, imagine them- 
ſelves poſſeſd d of a true Chriſtian Tem- 
per: But of how ſmall importance is 
this to be eſteemed, when we eonſider 
the gveat numbers of thoſe WhO are 
wholly unacquainted with it; when we 
daily ſee, how much heat and violence 
is entirely owing. to our Religious Di- 
ſtinckions; and what à handle they give 
as Well to deſigning Men at Home, as 
to our proſeſſed Enemies Ahrehd, to 
inflame us againſt one another, and to 
make us the Inſttuments of bringing 
about their Deſigns? Since, therefore, 
his is ſo wer evident, and open pro on 
ob | ODICET= 


I EXP. 
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obſervation of all; and ſince; you will 


all agree, that it is theindiſpenſable Du · 


ty of us all to do whatever lies in our 
Power towards an eſtabliſhed Peace and 
Vnity; conſider whether the way toac- 
compliſh this, be to look after our own 
Tempers only, without regarding the 
evil effects our Practice may have upon 
others; or to conſult the natural ten: 
dencies of our Actions, ande to guide 
our practice in all law ful chings, as we 
find it moſt conducive to the publick 
Peace, and leaſt likely to prove the oc. 
caſion of Heat, and Diſcord, and Vari- 
ante, to others. πτ wor! io bl g 
his ſeems to me plainly recommend. 


dd to all Chriſtians, by the aw of Nas 


ture, and the Goſpel of jeſus Chriſt; 


tho they could be ſecure of preſerving 


their own. Tempers and Paſſions, with- 


in the bounds of Regularity and De- 
cency, without this. For this reſults e- 


vidently from that obligation Chriſtians 
are under, to regard conſcientiouſly the 
Good of their Neighbour, the Honour 
of their holy Profeſſion, and the Intereſt 
of that Society they belong to. But im 


deed 
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deed, were they only to conſult the hap- 


pineſs of. their own Breaſts, and had 
they no concern with any befides them- 
ſelves, this would certainly be the ſe- 
cureſt way of conſulting and eſtabliſh- 


ing their own Quiet, and good Temper ; 


to avoid whatever might probably, or 


could poſſibly, tend in its nature to taint 


their Hearts with Sowrneſs, or Malice, 


or Paſſion; as all will acknowledge, that 
Diviſions do, of what ſort ſoever they 


be. However I put it not upon this, at 
preſent, becauſe ſome may evade this; 
and pretend to the greateſt ſecurity of 


their own Charity, and good Temper : 


And becauſe I write to thoſe, who muſt 


be ſenſible, that we have all of us a ſo- 
lemn account to give of our Behaviour, 


as it reſpects the World about us; and 
that we are all ſeverely to anſwer for the 
evil effects of our Practices upon human 
Saciety, if it be found at laft that we 
might have prevented them, and would 
not; or that we might have ſeen the 


way to Peace, and yet wilfully ſhut our 
Eyes againſt the Light. This, therefore, 
I lay down as a certain Rule, to direct 

us all in our Conduct, That it is aur 


B 16. 


9 


4 

5 

i 

| | 
pf 

* 

* 
1 
* 
1 
4 

: 

; 


3 ET 
3 8 


indiſpenſable Duty to 2 that method of 
Practice, which tends moſt to the happineſs 


of that Scciety to which we belong; provi- 
45 it be conſi 72 with that Duty we owe to 
God, and with our own eternal Salvation. 
IV. This being a certain and undoubt- 
ed Maxim, it follows from hence, That 
it is your indiſpenſable Duty to practiſe 


Conſtant Conformity to the eſtabliſbed 


Church, as long as you acknowledge, 
that nothing is required of you in it, 
which is ſinful, or unlawful ; for this lies 
within your Province ; and you cannot 
poſſibly act à better part, towards the 
reuniting the divided Hearts of this Na- 
tion. You muſt either  Coxform or Sepa- 
rate: And if your choice be to be deter- 
mined by the Maxim now laid down, 
It is impoſſible”. you ſhould refuſe to 
Conform. For all the World knows, 
and we daily feel, the miſerable Conſe: 
quences of: Religious Diſtinctions and 


Diviſions. It being therefore ſo evi- 


dent, that your Conformity would tend 
to the removing thefe Ruils, and to the 
Vnity of this Nation, I l not labour 
to prove to you, what you mult be al- 
* rn of. But tho? d 
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be ſo very plain and open to the Capaci- 
ties of all; and tho? your obligation to 
Conformity be, on this account, ſo mani- 
feſt and undeniable; yet I am ſenſible, 
that there are ſome Hindrances and 
Stumbling-blocks in your way to ſo good 
a practice; and that you appear to your 
{elves to have Reaſons on your ſide, ſuf- 
ficient to incline you againſt that Con- 
formity, which would be ſo great a ſtep 
to Peace and Union amongſt us. My 
Buſineſs therefore at preſent ſhall be, to 


examine thoſe Reaſons; and to endeavour 
to remove thoſe Hindrances; hoping 
that you will judge ſincerely and impar- 


tially in a matter of ſo great and univer- 
ſal Concern. 1 — 

V. One of theſe hindrances I take to 
be founded on that reaſon, you think, 
you have to expect that the Eſtabliſhment 
{hould be altered according to your 
minds. For ſince our Unity may be ef- 
fected as well by the Compliance of the 


Conformiſts with Jou, as by your Confor- 


mit) to the Church already Eſtabliſhed ; 
You ſeem to imagine, that jt is as much 
the Duty of the Conformiſts to comply 
with Joa, as it is hour Duty to comply 

þ B ** with 
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— 
with Them; and that it is as reaſonable 
for you to expect their Conformity to 
yon, as it is for them to expect your Con- 


formity to them Aud ſo not to think 


your ſelves obliged to Conformity, on this 
account. Now 1n order to remove this 


difficulty out of your way, I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew you, by | 


1, That it is not as reaſonable for you 


to expect their Compliance with you, as 


for them to expect your Conformity to 
the E/fabliſhed Church, And, | 
2. That, fuppoſing it were as reafo- 


nable, yet this would be no good Ar- 


ument againſt. your Conformity. 

5 1. That it T be as N for 
704 to expect the compliance of the Con- 
formiſts with you, as it is for them to ex- 

pect your Conformity to the Church al- 
ready eſtabliſhed. And indeed, I cannot 
think that you your ſelves can think it 
ſo: For you all ſeem to agree with us in 
the great neceſſity, or at leaſt expedien- 
cy, of ſome particular Form of Church- 
Government, and Worſhip; and of the 
eſtabliſhment of this by Civil Laws. 


Were it in your Power, there is no 


foubt but you would think your ſelves 
33 obliged 


. 
obliged to eſtabliſh that particular Form, 


which to your ſelves ſhould ſeem moſt 
agreeable to the nature of the (ic/pel, 


and the end of Public Aſſemblies, Now 


you muſt be ſenſible that an Ef abliſh- 
ment can {ignifie nothing, nor be of a» 


ny uſe, unlels it be ſuppoſed, either that 


it is ſo apparently perfect, and ſo ſuita- 
ble to the Wiſhes of all Perſans, that 
none can find fault with ir, or diſco- 
ver any thing amiſs in the Conſtitution 
of it: Or, that there is an obligation 
lying upon every Chriſtian to have ſo 
much regard to publick Peace and Decen. 
cy, as to conform himſelf to what is eſta- 


bliſhed, if nothing be required of him 


but what he acknowledges lawful. 
As to the former of theſe Suppolitions, 


It is undeniably beyond the power of 
Man to frame any Conſtitution, or draw 


up any Form, or Directory for Worſbip, 
that ſhall be agreeable to all Perſons 
concerned, or free from Defects and Im- 


perfections. And therefore, were the 
Eſtabliſhed Form exactly ſuch as ou 


could wiſh, there is no Argument you 


could urge to preſs others to Conformity 


to it, but what concludes now for the 


(10) 
neceſſity of jour Conformity to what is 
now Eſtabliſhed; nor can there be any 
reaſon for jour expecting nom that the 
Eft abliſbed Form ſhould be alter'd accor- 
ding to your Wiſhes, -which would not 
equally encourage others to expect the 
alteration. of any other Eſtabliſhment, 


had you order'd it exactly as you thought 


beſt. If, therefore, you ſhould not think 


it reaſonable in others to withold their 


Conformity till the Eſtabliſhed Form was 
alter'd to their Minds, provided it were 
{uch as you could wiſh it; you cannot 

think it reaſonable in your ſelves to ex- 
pect the alteration of what is now E/ta- 

 bliſhed, meerly becauſe it is not agree- 
able to your Deſires. And as you would, 


in that caſe, think it much more reaſo- 


nable for thoſe others to conform to your 
Eſtabliſhment, than to require the Alte- 


ration of it to their Minds: So judge 


concerning your ſelves ,now, who are 
exactly in the ſame Circumſtances, and 
think it much more reaſonable for you 
to comply with what is already Eſta- 
bliſbed, than to inſiſt upon the alteration 


ok it according to your Wiſhes. For, 


if there can be no Argument urged ey 
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for Separation, under pretence of inſiſt. 
ing upon Alterations, that might not 
with equal force be urged. by many 
others, had Tow your ſelves framed the 
Eſtabliſhment ; And if you would think 
it unreaſonable in thoſe others to expect 
that the Eſtabliſhment ſhould be new 
modePd to their Minds ; then certainly 
there can be no good Argument urged 
for your ſelves, in theſe Circurſtances: 
Nor can it be ſo reaſonable for you 10 
expect the Compliance of the Conformiſts 
with you, as for them to expect your 


Compliance with the Church already 


Eſtabliſhed... And this leads us to the 
other Suppoſition I made, which is ap- 
parently the Opinion of all who defire 
any Eſtabliſhment, as you always ſeem 

tas dot. . 


* 


ry Chriſtian, to conform himſelf to what 
is Eſtabliſhed ; provided nothing be re- 
quired of Him, but what He judges to 
be Lawſul. This is plain to all who 
plead for an Eſtabliſhment; For other- 
wiſe, what can any Eſtabliſhment ſig- 
nity ? To what purpoſe ſhould we de: 
ſire or labour after it, unleſs fuch an 
©, Rs Ob- 


That there is an obligation upon eve- 


| 1 5 ( 11 ) 
Obligation be ſuppoſed? It is invain 
to hope that any E/tabliſhment can be ſo 
framed, as that many Perſons will not 
imagine ſome Deſects and Imperfecti- 
ons in it: And if this Imagination be 
ſufficient to excuſe them from comply- 
ing with the Eſtabliſbment, it is wholly 
invain to deſire, or propoſe any ſuch 
thing. 

neceffafy, or expedient, the Rule muſt 
be, that it is the duty of all Chriſtians 
to comply with it, if no ſinful terms 
of Communion be required of them; 
unleſs you will lay all Efabliſhments 

open to infinite Diviſions, and fruſtrate 
the very End for which alone they are 
deſigned. And if this be the Rule we 
are to go by, you cannot but think ir 
your Duty to comply with the Charch 
already Eſtabliſhed. For that there ought 
to be an Eſtabliſhment, it is your Opini- 
on, as well as the Opinion of the Con- 
Formiſts. It is plain, thereſore, that it is 
the concern of thoſe who are in Autho- 
rity, to frame ſuch an one, as they 
judge moſt agreeable to the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and the Ends of Religious Aſ- 
ſemblies. And it is as plain, that no- 

N thing 


If therefore an Eſtabliſhment be 
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Ci 


thing remains for others to do, but to 
enquire whether they can Lawfully 
conform to this Eſtabliſhment, or no. 
And from hence it appears, that it can- 
not he as reaſonable for you to expect the 
Compliance of your Superiors with 90, 
as it is for them to expect your Confor- 
mity to what they have Eſtalliſbed. For 
it appears, how meanly ſoever you may 
judge of their E#abliſhment, that they 
have done their Duty, according to the 
beſt of their Judgment: And fo no- 
nathing remains, but that you ſhould 
do your Duty. And if an E#abliſhment 
can ſerve any good purpoſe. it muſt be 
your duty to comply with it, if you 
find nothing in it contrary to your duty 
to God. But, 145 
2. Suppoling it were as reaſonable 
for you to expect the Compliance of your 


. - 


Superiors with you, as it is for them to 
expect your Conformity to what they 
have E#abliſhed ; yet this would be no 
argument at all againſt your Conformity, 
as long as no ſinful Term of Communion 
is required of you. For ſuppoſing that 
the) do not behave themſelves exactly 
as you think they ought, and will not 
: C com- 


. 
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comply juſt according to your deſires ; 


I ſee not how this can poſſibly diſſolve 


your Obligation to conſult the Peace and 


Unity of the Church of Chriſt. Put the | 


Caſe, that You your ſelves were in Au- 
thority, and had contrived and efta- 
bliſhed a particular Form of Church- 
Government, and Worſhip, accordin 

to the beſt Light, and the trueſt 
judgment of your own Conſciences; 


would you think it juſtifiable, or tole- 
rable, that a number of Men ſhould | 


Separate from your E#abliſhment, not 
becauſe any thing was required of them 
which they accounted Sinful, but be- 
cauſe you would not comply with all 
their Demands, and new Model it ac- 


cording to all their Wiſhes. And yet 


this is juſt the Caſe before us. Your 

Superiors have eſtabliſhed a Form, as it 
was their Duty to do, agreeably to their 
belt Judgment. Joa do not judge any 
thing in their Conſtitution unlawful, as 
far as your Compliance is concerned. 


But you think it highly reaſonable that 


they ſhould Act according to your Judg- 
ments, and make Alterations according 


to Jour Deſires; And becauſe they refuſe | 
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to do this, therefore you will ſeparate 


from them. This, I ſay, is what you 
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could never excuſe in others; and there- 
fore what you ought not to excuſe in 


your ſelves. This is what tends to the 
diflolving all Order, and Decency, in the 
World. For tho? Obedience be not ſup- 


poſed due to the Perſons whom you think 


unreaſonable ; yet certainly a ſtrict Re- 
gard is due to publick Peace and Unit): 
And to what purpoſe do we talk of ſuch 


an obligation upon all Men? Or to what 
end do we take theſe /acred Words into 


our Mouths, if we can diſpenſe with all 
regard to them, upon ſuch Pretences as 
theſe? If our obligation to Compliance 


be diſſolved, whenever the judgment of 


our Superiors 15 not conformable to our 
own, it is in vain for us to ſpeak of an 
Eſtabliſhment ; And if there be never a- 
ny neceſſity for us to regard Peace and 


Unity, but when the Eſtabliſhment of our 


Superiors is agreeable to our Wiſhes, we 
do but prophane thoſe bleſſed Words, 
when we moſt pretend to exalt and 
magnifie them. Certainly, it is the ve- 
ry Spirit of the Goſpel, to comply even 


with the unreaſonable Demands of 


E others; 


Dk 
others; I mean with what ſeems to us 
founded on no ground ; rather than to 


give occaſion to the leaſt degree of Diſ- 


cord, and Hatred in the World. It is 
our Duty to forgive the ſharpeſt Injuries 
that can be offered us by our Brethreh ; 
nor can we diſpenle with this Duty, un- 
der pretence that it is as much their Du- 
ty to make us Reparation, and entreat 
our Pardon, as it is ours to bereconciled 
to them: Such Interpretations as this 
would effectually render vain and uſe- 


leſs, all the Precepts of the Goſpel to 


this purpoſe. And if in the caſe of pri- 
vate Perſons and equals, we are indiſ- 
penſably obliged to regard Peace and 
Concord, even tho? they perſiſt in their 
unreaſonable Treatment of us; certain- 
ly much more, in the caſe of Superiors, 
are we obliged to have regard to the 
ſame great Concerns, provided nothing 
ſinful be required of us: Becauſe it is 
their Duty to frame an Eſtabliſhment 


for us; becauſe they muſt be ſuppoſed 


to have framed it according to the beſt 
light they enjoyed; becaule they deſign 
no injury to any private Perſon, and 
becauſe there can be no Peace without 
; | ſuch 
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ſuch an obligation upon us. Nor can 


| their refuſal to do what you think rea ſon- 
able any more excuſe you from Compli- 
ance in all lawful things, than your refu- 


{al to do what they judge reaſonable, can, 
in your own opinion, excuſe them from 


Beſides all this, If we ſhould ſuppoſe 


Compliance with jou. 


it as reaſonable for your Superiors to 


comply with you, as for you to comply 
with them; You muſt, on the other hand, 
acknowledge it as reaſonable for you to 


comply with hem, as for them to com- 
ply with you. Now this Argument, it 


is plain, holds as ſtrongly againſt their 
compliance with you, as againſt your com- 


pliance with them. If it be good Rea- 
ſoning on your fide, it is equally good on 


theirs: and then there cannot poſſibly be 
the leaſt ground ever to hope for an 
Agreement. But how ought ſuch an Ar- 
gument to be treated amongſt Chriſti- 
ans, as demonſtrates the utter impoſſibi- 
lity of Peace and Unity amongſt them? 
But if you will not allow it to be good 
Reaſoning on their part, as it is plain, 
from your expectations, you will not; 
then you muſt either ſhew us, that it is 

not 
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not the ſame Reaſoning; or you muſt 
think it no more an Argument againſt 
Jour compliance with them, than it is 
apainſt their compliance with you. For 
the matter plainly comes to this; It 
this be a good Argument againſt your 
Compliance, it is equally good againſt 
the Compliance of your Superzors : 
And then you have no reaſon to expect 
their Compliance with you. But if you 


will not allow it to be a good Argument 
againſt heir Compliance with you, you 


cannot think it a good Argument a- 


gainſt hour compliance with hem And 


then you have no reaſon from hence 
againſt your Compliance with them. 

- And, indeed, the only reaſon you can 
have to expect the Compliance of your 
Superiors, muſt be this, Becauſe it is the 
Duty of all Men, as well thoſe in Au- 


thority as in Subjection, to conſult, as 


much as poſlibly chey can, the Peace, and 
Concord, of the Society to which they be- 
long : tor the intrinſick Juſtice of your 
demands cannor fo eaſily appear to them 
as this, ard ought not to move them any 
farther than as it appears co them. And 
if this be the ground of your moſt rea- 
| {onable 
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ſonable Expectations, this is not particu- 
| larly their caſe, but touches your ſelves 


very nearly. For if this be the Duty 


of all Men, it is as much your Duty as 
| theirs: And it will be found a lamenta- 
ble excuſe, to plead before God at the 
| laſt Day, that you neglected to promote 
Concord and Unity amongſt Chriſtians, 
| becauſe others neglected it; and that 


jou refuſed to do your Duty, becauſe 
others refuſed to do what you accounted 
to be their Duty. 

I hope, therefore, I may ſafely con- 
clude, that there cannot be ſo great 
Reaſon for your Saperiors compliance 
with you, as there is for your compliance 
with Them: Or, ſuppoſing this to be 
the Cale, that it is your Duty, notwith- 
ſtanding this, to have ſuch a regard to 
Peace and Unity, as to comply with Them, 


by conforming to the Eſtabliſhment alrea- 
dy made by them, 
VI. The Second Argument I ſhall 
mention, by which you defend your 
Practice, and ſatisfie your Conſciences 
in your Separation, is ſounded on that 
regard you are obliged to have to your 
own Edification, in your attendance up- 


On 
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on Pablick Aſſemblies. You argue, that 
you are indiſpenſably obliged to conſult 
your own ſpiritual Profit and Improve- 
ment; that this you cannot do ſo well, 
by conforming conſtantly to the Church 
Eſtabliſbed, as by frequenting Separate 


Aſſemblies ; and that, therefore, you think 
your ſelves under an obligation to Se- 


| parate from the Church of England. This 
I rake to be an Argament the molt uni- 
verſally received, and the moſt heartily 
embraced, of any that concern your Se- 
paration ; and, therefore I ſhall be the 


more careful to examine the full force | 


ofit. And, under this Head, [ hope to 
ſhew you, 

1. That there is nothing wanting in the 
Conſtitution of the Church of England, 
that you can ſuppoſe neceſſary to your pri 
vate Edification. 

2. That after your private Edification 
is ſo far conſulted, it is your Duty) to re- 
gard the publick Edification of the whole 
Church of Chrilt. 

3. That jou cannot conſult the Edifica 
tion of the Church of Chriſt, ore e- 
ctually, than by promoting Peace and Con- 
cord amongſt Chr iſtians 
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Theſe three Points will very much 
help to determine your Duty, as far as 


the matter of Edification is concerned. 
1. That there is nothing wanting in the 


Conſtitution of the Church of England, 


that you can ſuppoſe neceſſary to your private 
Eazfication. The Ends of all our Publick 


Aſſemblies on Religious Accounts, are 
compleatly anſwered, if the Conſtituti- 


on of our Publict Services be ſo framed, 
as that we can praiſe Almighty Goa, and 
pray to him as we ought ; and be per- 


fectly inſtructed in our Duty, according 
to his Will. For the former of theſe 


purpoſes, the Liturgy is deſigned: For 
the latter, the Sermons conſtantly Preach- 
ed, together with thoſe Portions of Scrip- 


ture that are Read to the People, in the 


daily Service of the Church. 


No, I cannot but think, that in the 


ſerious Uſe of this Liturgy, you may 
be more {ecure of offering up to God 


ſuch Praiſes and Prayers as are accept- 


able to him, and fit for Pablick and 


general Occaſions, than you can be in any 
ſeparate Aſſembly, where the. whole is 
left to the Diſcretion and Abilities of 
the Miniſter. There is nothing in this 
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Service indecent ; nothing unſuitable to 
the Majeſty of him who receives ir,- or 
unbecoming the Character of thoſe who 
offer it. It is compoſed of Confeſſions ; 
of Praiſes, and Thankſgivings; of 
Prayers and Interceſſions ; and theſe very 
well adapted to the Conditions, and 
Obligations, and Necefhities, of the ge- 
nerality of Chriſtians. And what could 
you wiſh for more in a Pablick Service? 
Or, where can you go, where you can 
be certain of ſo good and fo proper Af- 


ſiſtances? If you ſay, you have been 


preſent at this Service, and find little 
entertainment in it; that it is dry and 
jejune; unapt to move your Affections, 
and raiſe your Devotions; conſider 
whence this muſt have proceeded. Have 
you come to it with a hearty good Will, 
and a fincere Deſire of reliſhing it? 
Have you thrown out of your Minds 
all Prejudices, and endeavoured to cure 
all. that indifference to it, which a long 
diſuſe may have cauſed ? Have you at- 


tended to it with Application and Se-. 


riouſneſs? And, above all, have you pre- 
pared your Hearts before Hand, and 
endeavoured to furniſh them with ſuch 
9 Thoughts 
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Thoughts, and ſuch Affections, as are 


proper to be expreſſed in all the ſeve- 


ral parts of Pablict Worſhip ? This is the 


main Point of all: And whoever hath 


conſcientiouſly done this, I am perſua- 


ded, will not lightly ſpeak evil of the 
Eſtabliſhed Liturgy; and will not eaſily 
be induced either to treat it as a cold and 
empty Service, or to prefer ſuch Compo- 


ſitions before it, as He muſt join with as 


ſoon as he hears them, and often before 
he can paſs a true Judgment upon them. 
This, indeed, is true, that the Plainneſs 


and jt? Oe the Litargy, render it 


more intelligible to all Capacities, than 
any Prayers ſet up in oppoſition ta it: 
But this Plainneſs is not ſuch as can be 
deſpiſed by any of the greateſt Senſe; 
and is ſo far from being a Blemiſh, that 


it is an Excellence in it, and ought to 
recommend it to the Approbation and 


Uſe of all amongſt us. And, on the 
other fide, it muſt be acknowledged by 
all who have conſidered it, that it is fo 


framed, as to be capable of expreſſing. 


the devout Affections of all who bring 


any Devotion along with them; and 


of exciting, and awakening all ſuch 
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Religious Paſſions as are neceſſary, or 
becoming, in their proper Places, and 
ypon proper Occaſions. If, therefore, 
you deſire any Eſtabliſhed Form of Mor- 
ſhip, how much greater reaſon have you 
to be thankful that this is ſo well ſuited 
to the End of it, than to ſeparate your 
ſelves from the uſe of it, becauſe it is 
not, in every Expreſſion, what you 
„% d 
And as the Eſtabliſbed Church hath thus 
provided for your wor ſhiping God, as 
ces Chriſtians; ſo alſo it is certain 
and evident, that there is no one Point 
of Duty and Practice, which you can- 
not be as ſecure of learning, under the 
Miniſtry of this Church, as of any other 
Wluatever; that you may be {ure of hear- 

ing all the Doctrines of the Goſpel ho- 
neſtly and compleatly delivered, and 
all the Motives of it fairly and affection- 
ately propoſed. The Portions of Ho- 
ly Scripture that make up a conſtant 
part of the daily Service, are of excel- 
lent uſe to this purpoſe ; and the Preach- 
ing of the Miniſters in this Church, is, 
at leaſt, as ſufficient for this End, as 
any that is oppoſed to it. Nor need 3 
Ls ue 
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uſe more words upon this head, becauſe 
the Matter is too plain, and manifeſt, to 
be Gemied. --7 9: . 
What is it, therefore, that can induce 
you to leave the Eſtabliſbed Church, un- 
der pretence of Edification? The Litargy 
of it 1s {o framed, that you may praiſe 
God, and pray to him, in every reſpect 
as becomes the belt Chriſtians: And if it 
do not ſeem, at firſt hearing, ſo moving, 
and affecting as you could wiſh; you 
| ought to be willing to think, that it 
proceeds rather from ſome deſect in 
Jour ſelves, than from the coldnels of that; 
and to conſider, that it is fully. ſufficient 
> | for the expreſſing, and exciting, all the 
r | devout Aﬀections that are neceſlary to 
- | Chriſtians aſſembled together. And the 
- | Teaching part is ſo managed, that you 
cannot fear the want of any neceſſary 
- | anduſeful Inſtructions. And if you can 
- | worſhip God, and be taught to live, in 
t $ all reſpects, like Chiftians, as well in 
the Communion of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
1- | as in any ſeparate Congregation; then, 
s, | certainly, there is nothing wanting in the 
2s | Conſtitution of this Church, that you can 
I | /uppoſe neceſſary to your private Edifica- 
1 ; | tion, 
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tion. The ſecond Propoſition I under- 
took to ſpeak to, under this Head, will 
not require ſo many Words, viz. ' 
2. That, after your private Edification 
is thus far conſulted, it is your Duty to re- 
gard the public Edification of the whole 
Church of Chriſt. This, I fay, will 
not require much Illuſtration, becauſe 
I have already touched upon it; and 


becauſe all thoſe acknowledge the Truth 
of it, in other Words, who ever plead 


for Peace ; all who argue for Conceſſions, 


or for Conformity on any Terms; all 


who acknowledge that Chriſtians are 
concern'd in the good of their Brethren, 
and the Happineſs of the World about 
them. And who is there fo little ac» 
quainted with the Nature and Deſign 
of the Chriftian Religion, that doth not 
acknowledge this; and that is not ſenſi- 
ble what a Streſs: the Goſpel lays upon 
the Social Virtues, and with how much 
Affection it recommends to us the Ad- 
vantage and Intereſt of the whole Chri- 
ſtian Church? Firſt, indeed, we are to 
regard our ſelves, ſo far as to ſecure our 
own Innocence, and to pay that Wor- 

ſhip to God, which is due to him; But 


alter 
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aſter this is ſecured, He that moſt ten- 
derly regards the Peace of human Socie- 
ty, and the Happineſs of his Chriſtian 
Brethren, is moſt likely to be high in the 


Glory of God, and in the Favour of his 


Lord and Maſter. And if it be not a 
ſufficient Inducement to Conformity to 
any ſettled, or eſtabliſhed Church, that 


we can worſhip God acceptably, and 
promote our own Salvation in it 


then certainly, Peace, and Love, are 
inſignificant Trifles, and not worthy to 
be put in the Balance againſt the leaſt 
Fancy, or Humour of our own. But 
this cannot be: And we have more rea- 
ſon, from almoſt every Page of the New 
Teſtament, to think, that one who fre- 
quents the eſtabliſhed Worſhip, not be- 
cauſe it is the moſt acceptable to him, 


or moſt agreeable to his preſent Senti- 


ments, but only on the account of Peace, 
and for fear of giving Encouragement 
to ſuch Diſtinctions as may prove the 
occa ſion of much Exmity and II. will a- 
mongſt Chriſtians; that this Man, I 
ſay, ſhall never find any reaſon to com- 
plain of the ſmall and inconſiderable 
Defects of it, and ſhall be found at laſt, 
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to have conſulted even his own private 


Eaification, much more than thoſe who. 


have followed other Methods, and aCt- 
ed upon other Principles. But I am to 
ſhew, | | 

3. That you cannot conſult the Edificati- 
on of theChurch of Chriſt more effectualh, 
than by promoting Peace and Concord among 
Chriſtians. Kowleaze, ſaith St. Paul, 1 
Cor. 8. 1. puffeth up, but Charity eaifieth. 


And the Conſequence of this is, that e- 


very thing that can promote Chatity and 
Concord amongſt Chriſtians, is to be the 
great Employment of their Lives; and 
every thing that tends to deſtroy thoſe 
great goods, and to promote Strife and 
Diſcord, is conſcientiouſly to be avoided 
by them. No Society was ever Cuilt ap, 
and mad eſolid and durable, in any other 
Methods, but thoſe of Concord; whereas 
the moſt ſolid and firm Societies in the 
World, have been diſturbed and diſhpa- 
ted, and totally ruined by D#/cord. 
What then do we think will become of 
that Chriſtian Society to which we be. 
long, if we think much to diſregard our 
own private Humours and Fancies for 
the ſake of the Pablick, and: go onto 
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perſue ſuch Methods, as have already 
enflamed us apatnſt one another, and 
daily prove the Cauſes of much III 
and Hatred amongſt us? Was the Chri- 
ſtian Church ever eaified, or built up, by 
the Strife and mutual Animoſities of thoſe 
who compoſed it ? Or, can we hope to 
deliver it down ſecure and unſhaken to 
Poſterity, by ſuch a Behaviour? Who 
would think that Chri#ians ſhould not 
be ready to ſacrifice any private Opini- 
on to the Intereſt of their common 
| Chriftianity? And yet, we live in thoſe 
| | unhappy Times, in which Chriſtians are 
| rather labouring to find out Arts to ruine 
| 


the common Cauſe, than willing to bend 
1 | their own Defigns and Opinions to the 
, | ſupport of it; and are rather ſtudious 
r | to keep alive the miſerable Diſtractions 
s of the Church of Chriſt, than ready to 
e | cure and compoſe them, even by the 
- | eaſteſt and moſt commendable Methods. 
J. Nothing adds ſo much Glory to the 
f Þ Ghriſtian Church, as the Union of Chri- 
ze» | ffiars: And as nothing gives more Beau- 
ir ty to it, ſo nothing gives moreStrength, 
xx than this. Nothing makes it more 
o firm, and happy, in it ſelf; and nothing 
UE E renders 
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renders it more aimable in the Eyes of 
others, or gains more Proſehytes to it. 
Nothing conſequently can more conſult 
the Eaification of the Chriſtian Church, 
than to promote Peace and Love amongſt 
Chriſtians; and nothing can more be- 
come you, than to make this the great 
End of your Actions; eſpecially conſi- 
dering, that you cannot conſult the 
Edification of the Chriſtian Church, with- 
out conſulting your own private Edifica- 
tion; and that it is impoſſible y ou jour 
ſelves ſhould be more effectually edified, 
than by regarding the Public Good, and 
by promoting the Practice of thoſe 
peaceable and charitable Virtues, which 
leg up fo great a Part of the G- 
el. = 
. And ſince it is ſo apparent, that your 
private Edification may be ſufficiently 
promoted in your Communion with the 
Eſtabliſhed Church; that, after that Point 
is ſecured, it is your Duty to regard the 
Edification of the Church of Chriſt; and 
that you cannot conſult the Edification 
of the Chriſtian Church more effectually, 
than by promoting Peace and Concord a- 
mongſt Chriſtians: I need not tell y m” 
What 


1 
what follows from hence. For, if it be 
your indiſpenſable Duty to promote Peace 
and Concord amongſt Christians. then 
you are indiſpenſably obliged to avoid 
whatever tends to Uncharitablene(s and 
Diſſenſion amongſt them. And, if the 
Method in which you are at preſent en- 
gaged, do manifeſtly give occation to 
conſtant Diſcord and Violence amongſt 
us, remember, that you are to anſwer for 
it: And what Account will you be able 


to give of it, when you cannot deny, 


but that you might have been in a ſecure 


way to Heaven, without entring upon 


this Method. Judge therefore, in your 
ſelves, whether you can do any thing 
more worthy of the Name of Chriſt, 
than to help to put an end to the Miſery 
and Shame of hi, part of the Chriſtian 
World, by uniting with that Church 
from which you have ſeparated. And, 
from all this laid together, judge in your 
ſelves, whether there be any thing in 
the Argument commonly drawn from 
Edificat ion, ſufficient to divert you from 


conſtant Conformity to it. 


VII. But, notwithſtanding what hath 
been hitherto urged, you may perhaps 
W think, 
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the ſame Laws which have eſtabliſbed the 
Church of England, hath wholly taken 


off your Obligation; and diſſolved all 
that Neceſſity, you might otherwiſe 


have been under, of conforming to the 


Church of England. Now, ſuppoſing it 
to be in the power of a Toleration to leave 
you ſo far at liberty, pray conſider, 


whether the Toleration which you al- 
lege, was ever deſigned to give this Li- 


berty to ſuch as acknowledge Communion 


with theE{tabliſbed Church, to be law ful; 


and conſequently, whether the very de- 
ſign of the Toleration, do not rather con- 


demn, than acquit you. But it ſignifies 
little, in our preſent Cauſe, whether 


this be ſo, or no. For I argue not 


meerly from the E/tabliſhment of the 


Charch by civil Laws: But from thoſe 
Obligations to regard the Peace, and 
Concord of Christians, Which are ever 


the ſame, with, and without, the In- 
terpoſition of the civil Power, It is e- 
ver the Duty of Chriſtians to have the 
ſame ſacred Regard to them; and ſuch 


a Duty as can never be diſpenſed with. 
90 that were the Church of England only 


the 


think that the Toleration, allowed by 
a 


LI ee oo WIGS AG mo Ac am. on. 


5 


the ſettled Church of the Place, with- 


out the Eſtabliſoment of civil Laws, your 


Obligations to Conformity would be (till 
indiſpenſable; becauſe you could not 
conſult the Publick Happineſs, and Peace, 
without it. Nor can any Toleration 
diſſolve theſe Obligations; becauſe no 
Toleration can diſſolve your Obligations 
to conſult the Pablick Happineſs, and 
Peace, as much as you poſſibly can. 
This remains the Duty of a Chr:itiar 
for ever: Nothing can diſengage him 


from it, but the utter Impoſſibility of 


the thing, or the Inconſiſtency of it with 


his own Innocence, and eternal Salva- 


tien. 12 
But when you ſpeak of Toleration, 
the very mention of it cannot but put 


hath not only Preſcription, and a ſettled 


Poſſeſſion, to plead for it ſelf, but alſo 


an Eftabliſbment by civil Authority, as 
well as Eccleſſaſtical. And, therefore, 
if you ſhould fix it only upon this, as 


you often do, yet this is ſufficient to con- 


demn your Diſregard to it; as long as 
any Regard is acknowledged to be due 
io the Injunctions, and Preſcriptions, of 


. lawful. 


you in mind, that the Church of England 
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lawfal Authority. For when any parti- 
cular Church is eſtabliſhed by the civil 
Authority of a Land, Conformity to it is 
made the expreſs Command of that Au. 
 thority, and is requir.:d of all who judge 
it to be lawful: And Mon: conformity in 
fuch, becomes not only a Neglect of the 
Peace and Happineſs of Society, but alſo 
an Act of Diſobedience to lamful Authori- 
ty. The Deſign of the Efabliſhment, 
could be no other, but that al ſhould 


conform to this Church, who can poſſi- 
bly do it with a ſafe Conſcience: And 


conſequently, the Toleration cannot be 
ſuppoſed contrary to the very deſign of 
the E#abliſhment. But, however that 
be, our Obligations to conſult the Peace, 
and Concord of Chriſtians, can be diſſol- 
ved by no humane Permiſſions; and 


confequently, the Toleration cannot dif- 


ſolve them. And from both theſe it 
follows, that the Toleration cannot, in 
the leaſt, affect the Duty of conſtant 
Communion With the Church of England, 
or excuſe you in your Neglect of it. 
VIII. I come now to examine 49ther 
Reaſrn, too commonly urged againſt 
conſtant Communion with the Church of 

„ England: 


(635) 
England: And that is founded upon a 
miſtaken Notion of a Catholick Spirit, 
and of Chriſtian Moderation. For it is 
ſaid by many of you, that conſtant Con- 


formity to this particular Church is utter- 
ly inconſiſtent with true Moderat ion, and 


that Charitable and Catholick Spirit that 
becomes a Chriſtian. Now, in reply to 
this, I ſhall endeavour to make it appear, 


1. That true Chriſtian Moderation is 
of ſuch a Nature, that it will it ſelf incline 
and lead you toconſtant Conformity with 


the Church of England. And, 
2. That conſtant Conformity is perfect. 
ly conſitent with a true Catholick Spirit, 


and the moſt extenſive Chriſtian Charity. 


And if theſe two Points can be clearly 


made out, they will entirely remove 


out of the way this Objection againſt your 


conſtant Communion with the Charch of 


England. FE 
1. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you, 


that true Chriſtian Moderation is of ſuch 


a Natare, that it will, it ſelf, incline and 
lead you to Conſtant Conformity. For 


Chriſtian Moderation, rightly ftated, 1s a 
. of Mind, diſpoſing us to Peace, 
and 


Concord; teaching us to give up all 
; GE leſſer 
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leſſer Concerns to theſe, and to recede 


from what we imagine to be due to us 


in Juſtice, or from what we might, in 
ſtrictneſs of Right, lawfully. inſiſt up- 
on; to recede, I ſay, from this, for the 
ſake of a great and univerſal Good. And 


the Excellence of this Chriſtian Grace, 
in its Influence upon humane Society, ap- 


pears from hence, that it leaves not Men 
at liberty, and indifferent to Peace, and 
Concord, till t hey are all ſatisfied in their 
Judgments, ſo far as to he of one Opini- 


on, and to think the fame things juſt 


and reaſonable in themſelves. This 
would be endleſs: And no one could 


hope to ſee Peace in any one Society in 


the World, upon ſuch Terms; there be- 
ing little reaſon to hope for an univerſal 
Agreement in the ſame Notions. But 


Moderation, as it was ſincerely deſigned 


to promote the peace of Society, ſo it takes 
a more effectual Courſe than this, to ac- 
compliſh its Deſign. For it teaches, 
and obliges, thoſe that differ never ſo 
widely in their Opinions concerning leſ- 


fer Matters, to unite, and agree, for 
the ſake of ſomething that is of more 
Weight and Importance. Moderation, 


it 
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it is true, doth not oblige us to alter our 

nta about the Reaſonableneſs, or 
nreaſonableneſs; the juſtice, or In- 


juſtice, of any particular Matter: But 
it doth what is much more likely to con- 


tribute to the happineſs of the World; 
for it obliges us to give up a Right, and 
to recede from what appears to us to be 
a reaſonable Demand, rather than to 
give the leaſt occaſion to the diſturbance, 
and unhappinefs, of Society. So that it 


appears to be the great buſineſs of Mode- 


ration, to induce us to practiſe all law: 


ful things for the ſake of Peace, and 


Concord amongſt Chriſtians. And con- 
ſequently, your conſtant Conformity to 
the eſtabliſhed Church, being, in your 
own Judgments, lawful , Chriſtian Mo- 


aeration is ſo far from inclining you to 


refuſe it, that it doth, it ſelf, lead you 
to it; as it leads you to all Acts of Com- 
pliance, and Condeſcenſion, for the 


fake of a great, and univerſal Good. 


This, I think a true Account of Chriſti- 


an Moderat ion, and particularly of that 


Place in the New Tefamenr, where S. 
Paul preſcribes to Chriſtiaus, that their 
Moderation be known unto all Men. 
Io V But 
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(533). 


But ſuppoſing this be not an exact Ac- 


count of this Matter, yet I am certain, 
that here is nothing laid down, but 
what is apparently the Duty of every 


Ghriſtiax : And if that be ſo, it is of 


fmal! Importance whether He be oblig- 
ed to this Duty by the Precepts of Mo- 


_ aeration, or by ſome other Precepts of 


the Goſpel. It is certain, that your Ob. 
ligations to conſult the Peace, and Happi- 
2e/s of Society, cannot be anſwered, un- 
leſs you are ready to give up all leſſer 


Conſiderations to 7h:ſe. Nay, it is cer- 


tain, that all the Precepts in theChriſt ian 
Religion that concern Peace, and Concord, 
are vain, and uſeleſs, unleſs this Method 
be taken. For can you pofhbly hope, 
or expect, to {ee ſuch an Agreement a- 
mongſt Chriſtiaus, as we all pretend to 
wiſh for, if we muſt wait till they are 
all-perſuaded of the Juſtice and Reaſon- 
ableneſs of one another's Demands ? till 


they are of the ſame Opinion, in thoſe 


Points in which they now differ? We 


may as well expect a Reconciliation, and 


Agree merit, between the moſt diſtant 
things in Nature. But here is à plain 
and eaſy way to Peace, and Concord; if 


C briſtians 


(39) 
Ghriſtiens would be perſuaded not to 
break the Peace of Society, for the ſake of 
any matter of leſs Importance; for the 
ſake of what they might omit, without 
endangering their own eternal Happi- 
nels. This is a Method, of all others, 
the moſt level to all Capacities ; it being 
no difficult matter to determine whether 
ſuch a particular Behaviour be condu- 
cive to the publick Peace, or contrary to 
it; and every Man being his own Judge 
of the Lawfulzeſs, or Unlanfulneſs of a- 
ny Practice. Sothat this Method ought 


to be acceptable to you, as it is the only 


probable way, to come to any tolerable 
degree of Peace amongſt Chriſtians. 

It is a very bad Notion of Moderat ion, 
that is embraced by too many, who 
think it the buſineſs of this Grace to 
make us indifferent how we behave our 
ſelves in leſſer Matters, provided we 
hold to the main, and fundamental 


Points of Religion For it cannot be 


the deſign of Moderation to break in 
upon any other Precepts of the Gſpel, 
or upon any of the Dictates of ſound 


Reaſon. And ſince it is certain, that 
the Peace, and Happineſs of Society is 
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moſt paſſionately recommended to the 


care, and regard of Chriſtians; it is as 


certain, that Moderation cannot diſſolve 
the Obligations of Chri/tzans to have a 
tender Concern for the good of the 
whole Charch, or make it an indiffe- 
rent Matter to them, which way of 
Behaviour they chuſe: But, whatever 
the true Notion of it be, it certainly 
leaves them under the ſame Obligati- 
ons to promote Peace, to which the 


up. 

| gut there is yet another Notion of 
this Virtue, according to which it is de- 
clared by ſome, to be the Nature, and 
Office of Chriſtian Moderation, to regu- 
late our Opinions concerning every 
thing, and to teach us not to value 
any thing above what it deſerves, 
and not to lay a greater weight upon 
any Matter, than the Nature of it re- 
quires. Now, tho? this cannot be a 
jult Account of that Moderation we 


find ſpoken of in the New Teſtament, 


yet it is certain, that it is our Duty to 


fix juſt Notions of things in our Minds, 


and to value every thing according to 
"BT e - * ®; ; 5 E . | its 


Laws of their Maſter have bound them 
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its Excellence, and no farther. And if 
any Perſons think fit to call it by the 
Name of Moderation, it is not worth 
while to diſpute that Point. But TI 
muſt then obſerve, that Moderation, in 
this Notion of it, hath not the leaſt 
Tendency, in its Nature, to hinder 

your Conſtant Conformity to the Charch 
of England, or to induce you to give 
any Encouragement to a Separation from 
it. For if it be the peculiar Office of 
Moderation to keep your Value for eve- 
ry thing, within due Bounds ; and to re- 
gulate it fo that it be not placed upon a- 
ny Object in an undue Meaſure : It will, 


indeed, teach you to value every thing 


leſs than your own eternai Salvation; 
but it cannot teach you to undervalue 
the Peace, and Concord, of Chriſtians, 
as Trifles of no Importance. No, the 
Value of theſe will be always great, 
next to your own everlaſting Happi- 
neſs ; and cannot be affected, or alter- . 
ed, by Chriſtian Moderation: Which, 


if it rightly ſettle the due Place of e- 


very thing, will certainly fix theſe in a 
very high Degree, and make them ſe- 
cond to nothing but Salvation it ſelf. 
” FO And, 


(42) 


And, if Moderation it ſelf, according to 
this account of it, will unavoidably 
lead you to this, how can you ſhew this 
Regard, that is apparently due to theſe 
goods, whilit you refuſe that Conformi- 


zz to a lawful Eſtabliſhment, which 


would mightily promote them; and 
give Encouragement to thoſe Diviſions, 
which are the greatelt Hindrances to 


them? And how can you be ſaid, in 


this Conduct of your ſelves, to ſatisfy 
the Demands, and obey the Dictates, 
of that very Moderation, which you 
plead in your Defence; unleſs you ſup- 


poſe it becomes a Chriſtian to have an 


indifferent and moderate Regard, to that 
Unity, and Peace, which are the very 
Glory, and Strength of Chriſtianity? 
Indeed, were there any thing in your 
Conſtant Communion with our Gharch, 
which would neceſſarily oblige you to 
place a greater Value upon any thing 
in the Conſtitution of it, than it really, 
and truly deſerves; ſomething might 
be urged from the Virtue of Modera- 
tion, in this ſenſe of it, to defend you in 
your Neglect of it. But Conſtant Con- 
formity implies not in it any thing 1150 
this. 


1 


1 


. ( 43 ) 
this. For if you have framed your Opini- 
ons fo, as to think meanly of the Pablicł 
Service of the Eſtabliſbed Church, in 
compariſon with the ways of Worſhip 
ſet up in oppoſition to it; (which J 
cannot imagine td proceed from any 
thing, but Education, or Cuſtom ;) Con- 
ſtant Communion doth not oblige you to 
think, or declare the contrary : Nor 
| | doth it neceſſarily imply any thing in 
it, but that you do, upon ſome Conſi- 
, | derations, prefer it before Separation; 
1 | whether for its own ſake, or the ſake 
Jof the Publick Peace, and Unity, no 
one can judge from the Practice of it. 
t | And conſequently, the Principles of 
Moderation, this way explained, cannot 
reaſonably influence you againſt Conſtant 
r Conformity; becauſe Conſtant Conformi- 
+ || 7) 5 the beſt way of expreſſing that Re- 
gard which is certainly due to Peace, 
g and Concord; and becauſe it implies no- 
y, | thing in it, that can oblige you to place 
* an unjuſt Value upon any Part of our 
4-Conſtitution. 5 
in] Whatſvever, tlierefore, be ſuppoſed to 
u- be the Nature, and Office, of Christian 
be Moderation, it is evident, that it muſt 
dd rather 


»; 
: 
1 
*. 
18 
OY | 
'S. 
1 
& 
i; 
& > 
"11, 
75 
* 
1 
14 
OY 
n , 
„ 
A * 
N 
1 
+ 
uy 
; q 
Ll 
+4 
1 
1 
[104 
9 
N 
. 
4 
* 
N 
1 
1 
4.1 
1 
4 
* 
il 
wt 
7557 
* 
1 
1.0) 
It 
4 4 
Li 
*Þ 
1% 
4 
3 
1 . 
* 
* 
* 
* 
f 
: v 
'% 
ts * 
* 
N 
is 
N 
4 
7 
© - 
1 - 
U 
* 1 
FR 
= 
ty 
* 
K. 
. 
. = 
$2, 
BY 
8 4 
E 
"P29 
do 
FC, 
* 
K 


8 
bay 
4 
ft 
a3 


rer 
* "X » £1 - * — 


( 44 ) f 
rather engage you o Communion with 
the Church of England, than help 
to influence you again## it. Having 
thus endeavoured to ſhew you, with 
how little reaſon this excellent, and tru- 
ly Chriſtian Grace is urged againſt the 
reaſonableneſs of your. Conformity, 1 
come now to ſhew,  _ 

2. That Conſtant Conformity is per- 
feftly conſiſtent with a true Catholick Spi- 
rit, and the mo#f extenſive Chriſtian Cha- 
rity. And this will appear by conſi- 


dering what this Catholick, and Chari- 


table frame of Spirit is, to which we are 
obliged by the Chriſtian Religion. Now, 
it is plain, that there is nothing in the 
Goſpel of our Saviour, deſigned to lay an 
Obligation upon us to approve, or en- 
courage, by Words, or by Preſence, 
all the different ways of Publick Worſhip 
_ amongſt Chriftian Brethren. This can- 
not be the Duty of Chriitians ; becauſe 
the Practice of it is impoſſible, without 


the utmoſt Inconvenience, and Diſor- 
der: Nor did Jever yet hear of any one, 


who could produce one Text. of Scrip- 
ture to ſhew the Neceſſity of this; or 
who thought himſelf obliged to give vo 
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qual Encouragement to all Religions 
Parties amongft Chriſtians: And yet, 
if the Encouragement be not as equal, 


q as poſſible, I fee not how this Obliga- 
tion 1s: ſatisfied, if there be ſuch an 


Obligation upon us. And we find a- 
mongſt thoſe who ſpeak moſt of this 


 Catholick Spirit, that it extends not, 


in Practice, generally, to more than 


two ſorts of Chriſtians; and this, with 


a very remarkable, and conſtant Ine- 
quality. So little do theſe Perſons 


themſelves ſeem to think themſelves 


obliged to a juſt, and exact Practice, 


of this imagmed Duty, or to tie them- 


{elves up to a rigorous Obſervation of 
it. This, therefore, cannot be includ- 
ed in the true Notion of that Catholicł, 


and Charitable Spirit, which becomes 
all Chriſtians ; becauſe it is a Practice 
no where plainly .recommended ; and, 


I had almoſt faid, , utterly impoſſible; 
and; in the leaſt Degree of it, highly 


diſorderly, and the cauſe of great In- 


decencies, and Improprieties, in the 
Cm.. 


And as this is a ſufficient Reaſon 


for all Chr iſt iaus not to think themſelves 


G concerned 


(46) 
concerned in any ſuch Duty; ſo Tos, 
eſpecially, to whom I now ſpeak, are 
very peculiarly obliged to reſiſt the Pro- 
greſs of any ſuch Notions in the World, 
if the leaſt Concern for Pablick Peace, 
and Unity, remain in your Breaſts. 
For it is often profeſſed in your Names, 
that you deſire an Eſtabliſhment ; and 
that ſome Amendments, and Abatements, 
would intirely : reconcile you to the 
preſent Conſtitution. This, the beſt, 
and greateſt of your Miziſters have de- 


clared, in their own Name, and in. 


. yours; and continue to this Day to 
do {o. If, therefore, it be a Duty to 
communicate with all Se#s of Chriſti- 
ans; how can you profeſs your ſelves 
ready to communicate conſtantly with 
the Church of England, upon ſome 
Terms, and to leave off all ſuch En- 
couragement, for the future, to any 


who ſeparate from it? But if you ſin- 


cerely deſire ſuch Alterations as would 
. Teconcile you, and. make you conſt ant 
Conformiſts; how then can you think 


this a neceſſary duty of Chriſtianity ? 
And why do you go on to encourage 


ſuch Notions as mult render vain all At- 
| temps 


(47) 
tempts towards our Unity), and Con- 
cord? For if this Encouragement be 
due, according to the Laws of the 
Goſpel, and the Nature of Chriſtianity, 
to all the differing Parties of Chri/ti- 


ans; then what will the beſt Eftabliſh-. 
ment in the World ſignifie towards the 


Ends of an Eſtabliſhment? No Peace 
can be this way effected; ſince there 
can be no Obligation upon Men, ac- 
cording to theſe Principles, to conform 
to it, were it the moſt perfect that could 
poſſibly be imagined. Take care, 
therefore, leſt your preſent Practice op- 
poſe your profeſſed Deſign; and fow 
not ſuch Seeds of Diſſenſion in the 
Land, as will utterly confound all de- 


ſigns of Union, and Agreement, and ren- 
der all Accommodations, fruitleſs, and 


ineffectual. If you have the leaſt De- 
fire of ſuch an Efabliſhment as you 
could intirely comply with, entertain 
not theſe Principles, which ſtrike at the 
Root of all Eſtabliſhments, and prevent 
all the good Purpoſes of them. And 
if you have any Concern for Peace, 
and Vzity amonſt us, encourage not 
ſuch - Notions, as are inconfiftent with 
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that regard to Peace, and Unity, which 

the Chriſtian Religion enjoyns. This is 

another Reaſon, why it cannot be the 

duty of Chriſtians to 18 ſuch Encour- 

agement to all the differing ways of 
Worſhip amongſt Chri/tians ; becauſe it 

is the Duty of Chriſtians to conſult the 

Peace of the Chriſtian Church. And 
whether this be moſt likely to be done, 
by Conformity to à lawful Eſtabliſhed 
Church, or by an indifferent Encourage- 
ment of all the ſeveral Churches amongſt 
us, let any one judge Our Duty is to 
do all lawtal: Things, for the ſake of 
Peace, and to promote Love amongſt 
_ Chriſtians: And yet many amongſt us 
act, as if they thought it their Duty 
'to do every thing poſſible, in order ro 
encourage Diviſions, and Hatred, in the 
Chriſtian Church. Why elſe, do they 
rather chuſe to find out ſuch ew Du- 
ties in the Goſpel, never heard of be- 
fore in the Chriſtian Church, than to 
practiſe the e? And why do they 
refuſe to walk in that Path, which 
leads plainly, and directly, to greater 
Degrees of Unity, and Concord? A true 


{briſtian Spirit cannot direct us to ſuch | 
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a Behaviour; any more than it can direct 


us to diſturb the Peace of Society, and to 
render all deſigns of Accommodation in- 
77 

It is true, that it is our Duty to ac- 
knowledge all Chriſtians to be ſuch; to 


love our Neighbour as our ſelves; to 


do unto all Men, as it is reaſonable for 
us to wiſh they would do unto us, 
were we in their Condition; to be kind, 
and tender-hearted, one towards ano- 
ther; to practiſe all Inſtances of Ha. 
manity, and Charity), towards our Bre- 


thren; to abhor all thoughts of Rigour, 
or Inhumanity, for the ſake of any Re- 


ligious Difference; and to do them all 
the good that is in our Power, and 


that is conſiſtent with the Obligations | 


we are under to our ſelves, and to the 


reſt of the World. All this, and the 


like, we are ſtrictly obliged to: But 
this doth not at all bring us under a- 


ny Neceſſity of giving any Encourage- 


ment to the Errors of our Brethrez ; 


eſpecially ſuch Errors as have a bad In- 


fluence upon Humane Society, and prove 
the occaſion of much Unhappineſs to 
it: But Chriſtian Charity rather obliges 
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us to the contrary ; toendeavour to con- 
vince them of their Errors, and to put 


a ſtop to the evil Conſequences of them. 


But it is wonderful to hear this divine 
Virtue alleged againſt the reaſonableneſs 


of Conſtant Conformity; when it is ſo very 


evident, that there is not one ſingle 
Branch of it, but what may be duly, 
and punctually performed by a Chri- 
ſtian, in Communion with the Charch 
of England. Nay, I will add, that this 


Grace may be practiſed, in greater ex- 


tent, by ſuch an one, than it can be by 
any who give encouragement to Separa- 
tion from it: becauſe the former neglects 
no part of Charity which the other pra- 
&ifes; and, beſides this, ſhews a ſa- 
cred regard to Publick Peace, by giving 
no Encouragement to any thing that is 
the occaſion of Uncharitableneſs, or Di- 
 Faurbanre, amongſt Chriſtians; which 


ſeems to be one of the firſt, and princi- 


pal Branches of Charity ; and which the 
Perfon who thinks Contant Communion 
with this particular Church not worthy 
ef his Regard, - cannot be faid to do. 


And, indeed, this ſeems to me ſo con- 


fidevable a part of Chriftian Gharity, 


| 
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and ſo neceſſary an Effect of a truly Ca- 
tholick Spirit, that I cannot but think 
that we may draw a much better Ar- 
gument from theſe, in behalf of your Con- 
fant Conformity, than any that can be 
urged againſt it. For what nobler In- 


ſtance of Chriſtian Charity can there be 


{uppoſed, than to regard the Peace of 
the Chriſtian Church? And what more 
genuine and natural Effect of a truly Ca- 
tholick Spirit, than to endeavour to put 

{ome ſtop to the Diviſions, and, conſe- 
quently, the uncharitable Heats, amen 
Chriſtians? This will ſhew the moſt 
extenſive Charity, and the moſt Ca. 

tholick Spirit: And, conſequently, if an 
Argument taken from theſe, can have a- 


ny Influence upon you, it muſt deter- 


mine you to Gonſtant Conformity. At 
leaſt, I may have leave to ſay, that it is 
evident from what hath been advanced 
upon this Head, that there is nothing 
included in theſe, that can influence you 


to give any Encouragement to 2uneceſſa- 


ry Separations from the Church of Eng- 
land; or that can be ſuppoſed inconſi- 
ſtent with the ſtricteſt Communion with 
It. my | 
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C7. 
- Having thus diſtinctly conſider'd ſuch 
of your Reaſons againſt Conſtant Conform- 
ity to the Eftablifhed Church, as ſeemed to 
me moſt generally, and moſt firmly, re- 
ceived amongſt Ja; and having offer- 
ed to your Thoughts ſome Obſervations 
upon them: TI ſhall only propoſe a few 
more Conſiderations to you, and ſo make 
E Ooh Shri ws; 1 
IX. If you judge it unlawful for you 
to conform conſtantly, becauſe this 
would be to approve, and encourage, | 
enneceſſary Impoſitions in the Chriſtian 
Church, which you are bound to oppoſe, a 
and reſiſt; I deſire you would conſider, 1 
that this will equally hold againſt Con- | ; 
formity to all E#abliſhments, becauſe 2 
none can be framed without anneceſſary || Þ 
Impoſitions, and againſt our own Eſtab- | z 
E 


E(bment ; tho? it ſhould be amended ac- 
cording to the Demands which have 
been openly made, in your Name, as 
well as the Name of your Miniſters. You 
profeſs your ſelves ready to joyn with 
this Eſtabliſbment fo amended: and yet 
ſome wnreceſſary. Impoſitions will unavoid- 
ably be left in it. How then can you 
urge an Argument againſt Conformity to 
. * e «fl rs 
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8 it, as it is at preſent; which concludes 


as ſtrongly againſt Confor mitn to it, when 


your Demands are anſwered; and you 


your ſelves are ready to comply with it. 
But in truth, Conſtant Conformity doth 


not imply in it either the Approbation, or 
Encouragement, of anneceſſary Iimpoſiti- 


ons. It implies in it only, as J obſerved 


before, that you think fit to comply with 


the De of them; but for what Reaſons, 
it doth not declare. And, beſides, ſup- 


poſing it did imply in it the Encourage- 
ment of azneceſſary Impoſitions upon Chri- 
Hians, which in themſelves are neither 


good, nor bad.: On the other ſide, Se- 
paration from this Church implies in it, 
as much, the Encouragement of ſuch 
Principles, and Practices, as make all U- 


»ity, and Peace, impoſſible, and impra- 
 Qticable. The Burthen is not ſo heavy 


et in this Charch, as to deſerve much 
Zeal, and Heat againſt it: But remem- 


ber, that if, on the one hand, you give 


occaſion to the Impoſition of more Cere- 
monies; on the other hand, you give oc- 
caſion to much Violence, and Uncharita- 
bleneſs, whether you deſign it, or not. 
And which of the two can we think the 
more acceptable roGod;theMan ho re- 
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fuſes Conſtant Conformity, ſor fear he ſhould 


encourage the Impoſition of ſome indiffe- 
rent Things; or the Man who practiles 
it, for fear he ſhould encourage the Vio- 
lexce, and Unharitableneſs, that are like- 
ly to agcompany all Religious Diviſions ? 
Certainly, it is more Praiſe-worthy, 
- to ſubmit to ſome Impoſit ions, which had 
better not have been ordained, than to 
do any thing that tends to the diſturb- 
ance of the CHriſtian Church. Suppoling 
it to be a Matter not laudable in it ſelf; 
yet certainty it is our Duty to chuſe this, 
rather than a greater Evil: And it cannot 
be neceſſary for a Chriſtian to reſiſt ſuch 
Im poſit ions; when he cannot do it with- 
out endangering Matters ef infinitely 
greater Moment. For the ſuppoſed, 


poſſible, Inconveniences of the former, 


are not worthy to be put into the Balance 


againſt the viſible, and ſenſible, evil Con- 


ſequences of the latter: Nor is there any 
thing to be dreaded from the ne, com- 
parable to that Violence, and Uncharita- 
blentſs, and that Diſbonour to Chriitiani- 


ty, that is ſeen to follow from the other. 


And how then, can you think it worth 
a Chriztians's While, to teſtify againſt 
g FE Jenpoſutions, 
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Impoſitions, not ſinful in themſelves, at 
the expenſe of Publick Peace, and Unity ? 
KX. Conlider that your Caſe is very dif- 

ferent from the Caſe of Minifters : And 
therefore, that how hard ſoever the 
Terms of Miniiterial Conformity may 
ſeem, this cannot excuſe you in your Se- 
paration, The Terms of Lay-Conformity, 
in which only you are concerned, are 
few, and lawful. I need not tell you 
what they are, becauſe you know by 
Experience, that they are not ſo intolera- 
ble, but that you can ſometimes comply 
with them. Nor need I add any more 
on this Head; and ſo ſhall only appeal 
to your Mini ſters themſelves, (which, I 
believe, I may venture to do, in this Caſe) 
and entreat you to conſult the beſt, and 
moſt judicious amongſt: them, whether 
They ſhould have thought themſelves un- 
der an Obligation to ſeparate from the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, ſuppoſing no other 
Terms had been required of them, but 
what are now required of you : Or rather, 
whether They would not, upon ſuch 
Terms, have judged themſelves to be un- 
der an indiſpenſable Obligation to hold 
Communion with it, and to give all law- 
H 2 ful 


£38) 
ful Encouragement to it. Had this been 
the Caſe, I cannot but think, if I may 
have leave to judge from all their Con- 
duct, and all their Propoſals, that the 


Act of Uniformity would never have been 
complained of by them, or any material 


Objections urged againſt the Terms of 
their Conformity. And if this appear to 
be ſo, ſuppoſing them in your Circum- 


ſtances, this ſhould induce you to think 


ſeriouſſy of your Behaviour; and not to 
diſturb the Peace of the Ghriſtian Church, 


for the fake of thoſe 7 erms of Communi - 


on, Which you acknowledge to be in 
themſelves, lawful 1 nf hte 
| RL. But if after all that can be ſaid, to 
perſuade you to'Conſtant Conformity, you 
{ſhould be apt to think, that our Diviſi- 
ons are come to ſuch an Heighth, and 
the Seeds of Diſcord, and Uncharitable. 


as, fown fo univerſally thro? the Land, 


that your Conformity can do but little 
towards reſtoring Peace, and Charity, a- 
mongſt us; and is hardly worthy of your 
Concern, on this Account: Conſider, 
that this cannot excuſe you from doing 


what you can, towards that glorious End; 


and let this be never ſo little, it will be 
accepted 
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accepted by God, as the only Teſtimo- 


ny you can give, how highly you value 
them. We have not done our Duties, 
in our particular Stations, till we have 
done all in our Power, to promote Love, 


and Concord, amongſt Chriſtians: And 


if every one ſhould neglect to do this, 
becauſe his Influence will reach but to a 
{mall Compaſs, it is impoſſible they 
ſhould ever be reſtored. The fewer Oc- 


calions there be of Strife, and Uariance ; 
the more likely is true Chriſtianity to 


flouriſh, and theGo/pe/ to be well ſpoken 


of, inthe World. And ſince your Con- 


formity will remove many of theſe Occa- 
ſions at preſent; and is not unlikely, 
thro' the Bleſſing of God, to lay the 
Foundation of a laſting Peace, and glori- 


ous Concord, amongſt us, in Times to 


come; how can you think, that you have 


that Regard to theſe great Goods, Which 
Chriſtians ought to have, if you ſtill neg- 
lect that Conformity, which is the great- 


eſt Demonſtration you can give of your 
Regard to them. | 


XII. If therefore, the Terms of your 
| Conformity to the Eſtabliſhed Church be 


lawful; if you can by this promote 
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Peace, and Love, amongſt Chriſtians ; 
If it be your indiſpenſable Duty to do 
what you can towards this End, howe- 
ver others neglect it, and diſregard it; 
If you can, by your Conformity), highly 
conſult the Edification of the whole Chr. 


ftian Charch, without neglecting your . 


own, or endangering your Salvation; 
If neither true Chriſtian Moderation, nor 
a Catholick, and Charitable Spirit, nor 
Zeal againſt Impoſitions, include in them 
any thing inconſiſtent with Conſtant Con. 
formity: Let the Honour of that Name 
by which you are called; and theSenſe of 
thoſe Miſchiefs we feel from our miſera- 
ble Diviſions, and Diſtinctions, move 
you to the Practice of it. Call to mind 


the Beauty, and Glory of a compliant 


Temper; and think how unbecoming 
you are apt to judge it in others, that 


they will not yield up the conteſted 


Points for the ſake of Peace. Look out 
into the World, and ſee what Heat and 
Fury our Religious Diſtinctiuns add to 
all other Conteſts; how much unbecom- 
ing Paſſion they cauſe amongſt your 
ſelves, and amongſt others who oppoſe 
you ; how farally they turn the * 
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and Bent, of Men's Minds, from Con- | 
cerns of infinite Moment, to Trifles of 
no Conſideration; how manyOpportuni- 
ties they will ever give our common Ene- 4 
mies,Within, and without us, tocarry on 97 
their Deſigns; and perhaps, at laſt, to 
bring about our utter Ruine. Reflect 
on all this, and much more that might be 
added; and then conſider ſeriouſly with 
your ſelves, whether it can be enough 
for you to follow your own Inclinations, 
without any regard to the World of 
Chriſtians about you ; and whether it can 
become you to refuſe to do any thing in 
order to put an End to theſe Miſeries. 
Laſt of all, Think not your own E- 
ternal Salvation unconcerned in this Mat- | 
ter: For thePrecepts of the Cop make ie 
the indiſpenſable Duty of every Chriſti- 
an, to follow after Peace; to avoid every 
Practice that may prove the occaſion of 
Uncharitableneſs ; and to promote Love, 
and Concord, in the World. And, cer- 
tainly, there is Force enough in all theſe 
Conſiderations, to induce Jou to forſake 
the Separation you are engaged in, and 
to practice Conſtant Conformity to the 
Church of Eng land. 25 
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of Conform- 

ity to the Church of Eg land, 
Repreſented to the Diſſenting Miniſters. 
In- Anſwer! to the Reafons for Non- 
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